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rial Majesty's last letter. You know how much
interest I take in the real welfare of your government
The condition of the Church has a great interest for*
France, and a definite arrangement of its affairs has
no less for my Empire. I am very anxious that Your
Imperial Majesty should be equally successful in set-
tling with the Holy Father the temporal question
with which is closely connected thut of the perfect
independence of the head of the universal Church.
It is this independence which especially interests the
Catholic powers; it is not without points of great
utility to Your Majesty himself. I shall keep the
secret you desire concerning the text of the transac-
tion which you have been kind enough to communi-
cate to me."

February IS, 1818, Count Otto, French Ambas-
sador at Vienna, had already written this despatch
on the same subject: "Yesterday morning I was
admitted to a private audience, in which T handed His
Majesty's letter to the Emperor. He did not open it
in my presence, but 1 hastened to tell him that it
contained a copy of the Concordat concluded by the
Emperor with the Pope* The Emperor expressed
the liveliest satisfaction. He told me he had always
desired this arrangement m one of the essential bases
of public peace in France and in the rest of Europe*
* I often spoke on this subject*' ho said, * to your
master during his stay at Dresden, The influence
of religious opinions is far too powerful not to become
with you, as elsewhere, one of the leading principles